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with which the Wealth of Nations abounds, and to that
intimate knowledge of American conditions which
Franklin was of all men the best fitted to impart.
And there is internal evidence in the text itself that
the important chapter on the colonies in Book IV. was
written, or at least considerably enlarged, in the years
1773 and 1774. Franklin's papers contained problems
which seemed to have been jotted down at meetings of
philosophers, and no doubt Price as well as Smith
would take a prominent part. At Glasgow Smith
must have heard a good deal about the colonial trade;
but colonial policy did not become the question of the
day until after he left, and in the lectures there is
nothing about the colonies* We may conjecture that
the idea of devoting a large section of the book to the
history and economics of colonial dominions did not
strike him until after his return from France, The
great debates of 1766 and of the early seventies, the
intimate acquaintance with British policy and finance
in large outline and in official detail, which his
friendships with Burke and Franklin, with Oswald,
Pulteney, and Shelburne helped him to acquire, and
his eagerness to prevent war and to discredit expendi-
ture on colonial establishments, or indeed upon any
provinces which could not support themselves, con-
spired to make colonial policy and imperial expenditure
large and imposing themes in the Wealth of Nations.